Further evidence for a role of secretory component (SC) and J chain in the glandular transport of IgA.
These studies support the transport model depicted in Figure 3: Incorporation of J chains into dimeric IgA induces a configurational fit allowing complexing of IgA with SC available in the plasma membrane of serous secretory epithelial cells. This complexing on the surface of the cell stimulates pinocytosis, and the completed secretory IgA molecules are transported in cytoplasmic vesicles to the gland lumen. The same transport model can be applied for the external translocation of IgM.